Mrs. Erickson 

Social Psychology, an Independent Study

Text:  Elliott Aronson, The Social Animal, 1995
Course Topics and Syllabus: 

Weeks 1 and 2: Chapter 1 What Is Social Psychology?
Weeks 3 and 4: Chapter 2 Conformity
Weeks 5 and 6 Chapter 3 Mass Communication, Propaganda, and Persuasion
Weeks 7 and 8 Chapter 4 Social Cognition
Weeks 9 and 10 Chapter 5 Self-Justification
Weeks 11 and 12 Chapter 6 Human Aggression
Weeks 13 and 14 Chapter 7 Prejudice
Weeks 15 and 16 Chapter 8 Liking, Loving, and Interpersonal Sensitivity
Weeks 17 and 18 Chapter 9 Social Psychology as a Science

Assessment:

For each chapter read, the student will complete a reading strategy agreed upon via discussion between the instructor and student.  Additionally, the student will select 2 additional journal topics from the www.socialpsychology.org web resource to complete full article reviews.  The student will complete two cumulative projects; one will be completed by the end of 1st quarter, and the second will be completed by the completion of 2nd quarter.   Both of these will be technology based on their media portfolio/website developed on www.weebly.com  Finally, the student will generate action research with a topic relevant to students at NRHS.  The topic will be agreed upon via discussion between the instructor and the student but may include topics such as tolerance, bullying, prejudice, etc.
Reading Strategy (25 % of grade):

Students will read the text and complete the study guide for The Social Animal according to the schedule posted above.  Reading Strategies may include:

a.  Post- It Note Strategy

b. Outline

c. T-Notes

d. Cornel Notes

e. Other (as determined by the student)

Quarter Projects (25% of grade): 
All project topics will be agreed upon via discussion between the instructor and student.  These projects will be completely digital and contained on the students media portfolio page.   The projects will complete the following:

a. Provide clear depth of analysis of a significant issue in social psychology of interest to the student.

b. Provide all sides of the issue in a convincing, respectful, thorough, and relevant manner.

c. Demonstrate the following elements via the media portolio page:

i. A ‘soundtrack’ of at least 10 songs that encompass your impression of the content within the unit by either literally or symbolically making reference to the key concepts discussed in readings. 

ii. Video!!  Embed at least 3 video clips that are no longer than 5 minutes each to appropriately demonstrate key concepts from readings.

iii. Multi Media Presentation using the web 2.0 tools listed above.

iv.  Links page no less than 10 links pages- but will be most impressed with quality over quantity.
v.  Glossary of Key Terms and Definitions.  It is permissible to ‘lift’ a glossary list from another site- but be certain to give credit where credit is due.  

vi. Discussion Topics/Blog:  You need to access the “Blog Page” option on the Weebly  and post 3 different discussion topics framed much like free response 
vii. Other web 2.0 tools/widgets!!!  Incorporate at least 3 different web 2.0 additions to your page!   
Journal Reviews Content (25% of Grade):

Students should demonstrate that they can go beyond simple memorization to the level of analysis. Depending on the nature of the assignment, is expected to: 
a. Critically analyze the topic with appropriate use of concepts from readings. Analysis means more than mere summary, description, and simple statement of opinion. The student must present an argument--for example, prove a controversial point, critique a flawed assumption, or answer an important question. The student should develop a single theme rather than comment superficially on a wide variety of topics and the review can/should support other supplemental course activities: i.e. action research or quarter projects.

b. Demonstrate an accurate understanding of competing views. This requires the student discuss the nature, sources, implications, and possible resolution of significant disagreements about controversial issues.  

c. Explain the relation between their own views on the issue and their values and assumptions about human behavior and the society around us.  
Action Research Project (25% of Grade):
Students should select a relevant social psychology topic and develop a service learning project that can/may impact a significant portion of the NRHS population.  The student will develop a project abstract with the instructor that demonstrates the following:

a.  Application of content as understood via the Social Psychology Independent Study

b. Effort to spread awareness and education to peers within NRHS

c. Embrace the GOAL of making the student’s new pool of knowledge WORK for them!
