DSM-IV Project Analysis of a Movie Character—FINAL EXAM
Now that we’ve completed the content for this course, it’s time to see if you can APPLY  your new knowledge and properly diagnose some of your favorite characters that may be suffering from a psychological disorder!
Step One: Pick one fictional movie or television character that you believe is suffering from a particular psychological disorder. Your character can be a cartoon, science fiction character, and come from any time period.
Step Two: Taking on the role of a psychologist, you are to assess, diagnose, and develop a treatment plan for whichever psychological disorder your character/patient is suffering from.
· Assess: to learn either general or specific facts about the patient, to understand how they function now, and to predict their behavior and functioning in the future.

· Diagnose:  To determine what the disorder is based on evidence (symptoms/characteristics of the disorder that are demonstrated)

· Treatment:  Coming up with a therapy plan to help the patient overcome their disorder.
Step Three:  You are to write a typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman (12) Font essay with good grammar, complete sentences, correct spelling, etc on your character and their disorder. Your paper must have ALL of the following elements:

A. CASE HISTORY: This includes any background information you know about your character, including how they approached you for help, and what your impressions are of the character. You should include what symptoms you’ve noticed the character/patient exhibits and what they had to say to you in your ‘sessions’ with them.

B. DIAGNOSIS: This should state which psychological disorder your character/patient is suffering from. You should reference the DSM-IV when making your diagnosis and you must justify why you think your patient is suffering from this disorder using the criteria from the DSM-IV. You should include what symptoms you’ve noticed the character/patient exhibits and how they relate to the diagnosis you’ve given

C. CAUSE: This should include the reasons you think your character/patient is experiencing this particular disorder.  This is where you explain why the patient is exhibiting certain symptoms of the disorder and when you think they started.
D.  TREATMENT: In this portion of the paper you should come up with a treatment plan to help your character/patient overcome their disorder. Be specific and explain the treatment process.

E. REFERENCES: You should use at least TWO sources for this paper and they should be cited using the APA style of citation.  Check out http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/05/ for tips to help you cite correctly.

F. COVER PAGE: This should include the title of your paper, your name, date, period, and a table of contents for your paper.
DSM-IV Character Analysis Project RUBRIC ________/ 65 points
	Category
	5 points
	4-3 points
	2-1 points
	0 points

	Character Selection
	Student chose a character with a clear mental health issue
	Student’s character was a stretch for this particular disorder
	Student’s character was NOT a good selection for this particular project
	Student did not complete the project

	Title of Paper
	Title was both appropriate and creative
	Title was included, but showed little creativity
	Title was included, but was just the character’s name, with no creativity
	Student did not include a title

	Cover Page of Paper
	Cover page included the title of the paper, their name, date, period, and a table of contents. (5 parts)
	Cover page included only 4-3 of the required components of the cover page
	Cover page included only 2-1 of the required components of the cover page
	Student did not include a cover page

	Case History
	Case history provided a thorough background of patient with a list of symptoms and information shared during ‘sessions’
	Case history provided a background of patient and symptoms, but did not include enough information during the ‘sessions’
	Case history lacked enough patient background to provide a clear understanding of the character
	Student did not include a case history

	Diagnosis
	Student correctly used the DSM-IV to state which psychological disorder they are suffering from, using specific examples of symptoms 
	Student used the DSM-IV, but did not thoroughly connect the symptoms with examples
	Students did NOT use the DSM-IV correctly and misdiagnosed their patient. Symptoms and examples were not paired well.
	Student did not include a diagnosis

	Cause
	Students includes various reasons as to WHY the patient is experiencing their disorder including genetic, psychological, social, and environmental causes with examples
	Students include various reasons WHY the patient is experiencing their disorder, but may have missed one major cause or not provided sufficient examples
	Student  includes various reasons WHY the patient is experiencing their disorder, but were not able to justify their causes with examples
	Student did not include a cause for the psychological disorder

	Treatment
	Student provides a thorough treatment plan that addresses the patients needs and uses proper therapeutic techniques
	Student provides a treatment plan that addresses the patients needs but may not be the best course of action for the particular illness
	Student provides a treatment plan without any analysis 
	Student did not include a treatment plan for their patient

	References
	Student includes at least TWO references in proper APA style
	Student includes at least ONE reference in proper APA style
	Student provides references but NOT in proper APA style
	Student did not include a reference page

	Grammar and Spelling
	There are no grammar or spelling errors
	Student made 1-2 grammar and spelling errors
	Student made 3-4 grammar and spelling errors
	Student made more than 5 grammar and spelling errors

	Capitalization and Punctuation
	There are no capitalization or punctuation errors
	Student made 1-2 capitalization and punctuation errors
	Student made 3-4 capitalization and punctuation errors
	Student made more than 5 capitalization and punctuation errors

	Presentation Skills
	Student had great clarity, posture and volume (3 parts)
	Student lacked in one area of their presentation
	Student lacked in two of the three areas of their presentation
	Student did not give a presentation.

	Audience Skills
	Student interacted appropriately with audience members, answered questions and was polite
	Student interacted somewhat well with audience, but showed little interest in other presentations
	Student was vague with their responses, was evident they did not know the material. OR were not cooperative as an audience member
	Student did not give a presentation.

	Explanation of Paper 
	Student summarized their paper in a clear and concise way that allowed the audience to understand the presentation
	Student lacked a clear and concise explanation in at least one area of their paper
	Student lacked a clear and concise explanation of two or more parts of their paper
	Student did not give a presentation.
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