Advanced Placement Psychology

Instructor:  Mandi Erickson

Aerickson@newrichmond.k12.wi.us  

Website:   www.nrhspsychology.weebly.com 

“The purpose of the Advanced Placement course in Psychology is to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of behavior and mental processes of human beings.  Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with the major subfields within psychology.  They also learn about the methods psychologists use in their science and practice.”  



-Taken from the AP Course Description in Psychology by the College Board

Guarantees:

1. Students will prepare to do acceptable work on the AP examination in Psychology.

2. Students will study the major core concepts and theories of psychology.  Students will be able to define key terms and use these terms in your everyday vocabulary.

3. Students will learn the basic skills of psychological research. Students will be able to devise simple research projects, interpret and generalize from results and evaluate the validity of research reports.

4. Students will be able to apply psychological concepts to your own lives.  Students should be able to recognize psychological principles when you are encountered in everyday situations.

5. Students will develop critical thinking skills.  Students will become aware of the danger of blindly accepting or rejecting any psychological theory without careful, objective evaluation.

6. Students will build their reading, writing and discussion skills.

7. Students will learn about psychology as a profession, and become aware of the educational requirements, which must be met to pursue such careers.  Students will learn about the ethical standards governing the work of psychologists.  

Required/Provided Textbooks: 
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Myers’, David G.  Psychology for AP (2nd ed.).  New York:  Worth. This is a brand new textbook for our AP Psychology class!  David Myers writes the ONLY textbook available for Advanced Placement Psychology students that covers all content found in an introductory psychology class at the college level, but is written for high school aged students.  You will cover this book immediately to protect it from the many trips back and forth to your home.  There will be regular reading assignments that you may choose to do daily or break up into larger chunks that can be read less often.  You must keep up with reading assignments.  It is a safe assumption that 70% of what you will learn to prepare for the test will come directly from me in class; however, the other 30% will have to come from your outside reading and preparation.     
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Roger R. Hock.  Forty Studies that changed Psychology: Explorations into the History of Psychological Research.  Roger Hock’s Forty Studies provides a glimpse of the science of psychology, unraveling the complexities of human nature. This book provides a more in-depth look and analyses that cannot be found by reading a textbook or research alone. It has the original studies, research & analysis about the most famous studies in psychological history.   You will complete article reviews on EVERY chapter listed in this book throughout the year.  Follow the syllabus and be prepared to turn articles in the day we discuss the relevant topics in class.  Due dates are all listed on your calendar.   

Required/YOU PURCHASE Textbook:
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Students will also be required to purchase Barron’s “How to Prepare for the AP Psychology Exam” by Robert McEntarffer,   7th edition.  They are around $11.00 and students should have this by the beginning of 2nd Semester.   Students should not purchase used copies of the review book as we require annotating and scores from all practice quizzes and tests.  Additionally, be certain to purchase the 7th edition of the book so all content is consistent for all students.  There is also a set of 500 flashcards correlating to this book available online that students have found exceptionally helpful in the past.  These flashcards are NOT required.
Other   Materials:
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Black composition notebook for weekly FRQ
· Pen for notes and daily work/Pencil for test days

· Computer Access outside of class 
·  3-ring binder/loose leaf paper (14 Units)
· Strong Emphasis on VOCAB so notecards if you like to work with flashcards for practice (NOT required)
Grading:


Grades are calculated by the school’s electronic grading program.   You will have live access to your progress through Skyward Family Access.     AP Psychology emphasizes the process of learning as well as learning outcomes.  You will receive completion points for any assignment that is assumed to be ‘procedural’ or formative- such as your vocabulary notebook or any in-class activities.    These points will be granted based on the amount of the assignment that has been accurately completed.  You will receive a detailed evaluation and feedback for any assignment or assessment that is assumed to be ‘summative’ or dependent on what you have proven to know about the content presented in class. Examples of these include projects, FRQs, and cumulative exams.

· Daily Work  (Formative) 10% 

· Vocabulary (Formative) 20%

· Independent Readings (Hock) (Formative) 20%

· Writing and Free Response (Summative) 20%

· Assessments/Projects 30% (Summative)

At the conclusion of each unit a test will be given.  All multiple choice portions of tests are scored using a scanner- so a #2 pencil is a MUST.   Each exam will consist of 35 multiple-choice questions and one FRQ.  Every exam will be modeled after the College Board AP Psychology exam taken in the spring.  All determined exam dates are FIRM- regardless of the amount of material we have been capable of covering in class.  You can assume that 80% of what a student needs to know you will gain from in class activities, but the remaining 20% will be dependent on your independent learning. I always include at least 2 questions on the exam that did NOT come from class lectures.   At the end of 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th quarters, a cumulative exam will be given in the same style as the AP exam.  Each test will cover material from the beginning of the school year up to that point.

Late Work:  Not accepted.  All unit assignments are due according to the class calendar.  You will receive a hard copy of the calendar in addition to it being posted/updated monthly on our class website.
Attendance:  You will be in class on time every day. If for some reason you must miss class, you must have it excused through the office before being permitted to make up any points earned in your absence.    

What will I learn this year? 
History and Approaches (2-4%)

Methods (8-10%)

Biological Bases of Behavior (8-10%)

Sensation and Perception (6-8%)

States of Consciousness ( 2-4%)

Learning (7-9%)

Cognition (8-10%)

         Motivation and Emotion (6-8%)

Developmental Psychology (7-9%)

Personality (5-7%)

Testing and Individual Differences (5-7%)

Abnormal Psychology (7-9%)

Treatment of Psychological Disorders (5-7%)

Social Psychology (8-10%)

This will be assessed in  a two-hour exam containing two sections.  The objective (multiple-choice) section is 100 questions over 70 minutes.  Each question is worth one point. This section is 2/3 the overall value of the test.  Part two is a 50 minute FRQ that is worth 1/3 the total value of the test.    You will be given two free response questions and be asked to incorporate specific prompts within your answer.   Every unit and cumulative exam will be designed to ‘practice’ this test format.  We will spend three weeks reviewing and preparing for the exam throughout 4th quarter.    My students do very well on the test; as long as you follow along with our daily calendar, absorb what we do in class, and supplement with whatever style of learning works best for you outside of class, you WILL do well.  

Final words:


It is my expectation that you will enjoy this class in spite of the academic rigor and high expectations I have placed upon you.  Psychology as a discipline is inherently relevant since our primary topic of study is YOU and YOUR behavior.  You can expect a lot of class discussion and my comprehensive background will allow discussions to wander wherever your questions may take us; I guarantee that your understanding of psychology will increase daily.   I view my role in your preparation for this exam as a ‘coach’ who will provide as many tools and as much knowledge as possible within the time allotted.  However, you must understand that there remains an enormous responsibility on your shoulders to exercise your own intrinsically motivated learning capabilities.  You must be able to supplement what we cover within class on your own outside of class.  I am always here as a support and guide, but your successful journey towards this goal is very much dependent upon the choices you make along the way.
